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his excellency, will be understood by those familiar with
the Narrow Seas.
Frobisher's squadron indeed was vital to the safety of
the army in Flanders and the people at home. His
policy of stopping ships coming through the Straits was
supplemented by the authorities in London. Fugger's
man in Cologne hears that "all vessels in London are
being detailed, but for the most part let go again." At
Middelburg, one of the principal ports of the States
General, the convoy system was put into operation.
Fleets of eight ships at a time were allowed to depart
under escort. This would simplify matters for the
watching ships in the Straits; but Frobisher was looking
out for vessels from Holland and the Baltic, vessels
loaded with hemp, tallow, pitch, and timber.
It is a strange picture we look upon in those early
days of 1588.    The yards in Antwerp were working
Sundays and holidays to finish a fleet of ships.    Santa
Cruz was commandeering ships of all nations in Spanish
harbours.    Ibrahim Pasha, the enlightened vizier of
Murad III, whose handsome tomb may be seen in Con-
stantinople to-day, was reported by Fugger's  corre-
spondent to have the arsenal crowded with ships build-
ing and repairing.   It was even rumoured that Ibrahim,
in response to the presence of our old friend Don An-
tonio, Prior of Crato, the busy and indomitable exile
of Portugal, and the pressure of the English ambassa-
dor, whose ducats were oiling the wheels of diplomacy,
would take the squadrons out in person.    Drake, in
spite of Vice-Admiral Borough, who had run away
home, in spite of Elizabeth's changes of mind and the
clever dispositions of the international  financiers in
London and Antwerp, had arrived In Plymouth with
the huge San Felipe, the loot of Cadiz and Lisbon, and
over a million ducats in gold.
But oblivious of all  this,  Elizabeth  continued to